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‘, he nation’s teenagers are
feeling Wordsworth’s words e :,“.':
ngm)-&agmwrmm
ton. 1he 's "m‘h‘ng its
advisers” scheme must m‘;f hﬁm
sorne young hearts racing.

The revolution started before Christmas.
Communities secr . Hazel Blears,
declared that her two new ‘youth advisers'
will act as 2 “voice for young people’, and tell
government what young people want.

They have been chosen from a 300-
strong national pool of 15 to 20-year-olds
who have all received ‘accredited training’
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:n AREES are no doubt  Lancashire, says: We.., young people..
IS words keenly as we have our own Views on how things are’

ind the Frencl - Who is this ‘we’ he refers to? It is not a col-
g tive based on shared political beliefs, but

unveiling of its youth  lec o
st _\1::“.,,.' have got  merelyan accident of birth-date.

icing. For all the talk of representing youth per-
ted before Christmas.  spectives, these schemes fly in the face of
tarv. Mazel Blears, representative democracy.

new ‘youth advisers’ When Mr Birch says he is ‘privileged to
yung people’, and tell - be selected to work on the panel’, the key
1g people want. word is selected — note, not elected.

osen from a 300- So much for introducing young people to Poed
F 15 to 20-year-olds  the principle of democratic mandate. Mr  But let’s be honest, mo)
weredited training'  Birch’s colleague Jacqueline Macaulay, 19,  likely to be banal and der
help public bodies ~ from Southwark, sees her role as demon- their immaturity. That is
th young people’.  strating ‘that young people are... responsi- i ™
te barricades and  ble enough to make important decisions

mds, but it dm thata&cta lamnumwof y . ‘ i % : - ‘- 0 ."A..
; N ama‘ say. ! ! u* : . .- .. Mol ‘_ ‘w‘-, o “1 u‘f




views. Claire Fox questions the approach

We,,. young people.. hear from those who like a bit of .‘
ws on how things are.’ drinking and freedom to hm.l(‘ ’l!u;,'i,:,:(n,‘“bm‘ tralisation of decson-rmak
centre on a Saturday night. oy child protection, just

i« refers to? It is not & col-
wred political beliefs, but Why are politicians interested in
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:)Wlt. people’s opinions anyway? Is it becausg ) 1
epmnpgyoud\pcr- these opinions are riveting or merely isati
emes fly in the face of because they are being uttered by a key
KTACY. demographic from which adults feel dis-

ays he is ‘privileged to










